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at Alan & Gretta Upshall’s.  

7049 NE 163rd St,  
Kenmore WA  98028  

(425)488-7288 

You are invited to share the cheer of the season 
with good friends, good food & enjoy the 

merriment of the season.  

We’ll watch the Peter Sellers film  
Only Two Can Play  

If your last name begins with A-L: 
Bring a SALAD and /or APPETIZER  

If your last name begins with M-Z:  
Bring a MAIN DISH or DESSERT 

 

Utensils, Plates, Napkins, Tea, Coffee &  
Hot cider will be provided. 
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First Sunday of each month: Harp Circle & Celtic 
Music at the Dubliner Pub 2:00pm 
December 5-21st: A Child’s Christmas in Wales at 
Stone Soup Theater. 
December 6th: PSWA Christmas Potluck & Movie 
December 12th: Welsh Women’s’ Christmas Potluck 
December 14th: Celtic Christmas Faire in Lacey 
March 1st: St David’s Day Celebration, St Andrews 
Episcopal. See next issue for details. 
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~Carol Jones 

Welsh Women meetings are held at 11:30 am on the 
second Friday of each month in the Bellevue Library 
located at 1111 – 110th Ave NE Bellevue, WA 98004 
unless otherwise noted. Bring your lunch. Contact 
Carol Jones 425.882.2825 

December 12: We have been invited to Mary Powell’s for a 
Christmas potluck luncheon.  Call Carol Jones if you plan to 
attend. 

%�	���%�	
������.  No “Night Out” meeting for 
December. Contact or_grown@yahoo.com or 360-893-
7256 for more info. 

(	�������#�& ���� ������������ ��

All existing debts were to be paid by the New Year 
otherwise the debtor would remain in debt throughout 
the whole year. 

It was considered very unlucky to lend anything on 
New Year's Day, even a candle. How one behaved on 
this special day was an indication of how he would 
behave throughout the coming year. 
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4029 Stone Way N.  Seattle WA 98103 
Friday & Saturday: 7:30 pm 
Saturday & Sunday Matinees: 3:30 pm. 
Dec. 5-21 & 24, 2008 
$14 single ticket 
Group of 4 or more $12 
www.stonesouptheatre.com 

Tickets at www.brownpapertickets.com, 800-838-
3006 or  Stone Soup Box Office (206) 633-1883 
Email:info@stonesouptheatre.com 

Adapted from the story by Dylan Thomas, Directed 
by Kathleen Maki 
One of the most enduring, yet often forgotten 
Christmas memoirs, Dylan Thomas’s “A Child’s 
Christmas in Wales” comes to life at Stone Soup 
Theatre. “A Child’s Christmas in Wales” recreates 
the nostalgic magic of Dylan Thomas’ childhood 
Christmas when everything was brighter, better and 
more alive. However, what Dylan comes to realize 
is that the experience of Christmas doesn’t change 
with time, but holds a place in our hearts that 
nothing else can fill. Performers include our youth 
conservatory students and professional adult actors. 
Come watch Dylan recreate Christmas at Stone 
Soup with live classic Welsh instrumentation and 
vocals that bring us right back in time. 
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~by Karyn Davies 

Those of you with a Facebook profile can now 
search for “Puget Sound Welsh Association” group 
page and request to add group. Only those with 
close ties to the Puget Sound Welsh Association 
will be able to apply for membership of this group 
page and it is closed to any others. You are 
welcome to participate in discussions, wall posts 
and request to upload videos and photos. 

Keep in touch with other members across the Puget 
Sound and Washington state, keep up to date with 
future events and activities, post relevant events to 
the discussion forum.  The group page will morph 
into what the members decide. 

Please take some time to check it out! Let us know 
what you think. 
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~by Josh Amos 

Heya folks,  I wanted to drop you a line to invite you 
to come to the Celtic Society of South Puget Sound's 
2008 a Celtic Christmas! 

We will be at the Thurston County Fairgrounds Expo 
Hall same as last year. 

This year the Celtic Christmas will be held on Dec 
14th, which is a Sunday (sorry folks it's all that was 
available). And we will be opening up an hour early at 
9am!Cheers!  Josh Amos at: ssoundcelt@yahoo.com 
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~ by Vivian Harper 

"My friend and I took a trip to New Mexico and back 
in about 9 days. We saw a lot of beautiful sights and 
met some wonderful people along the way. Boise 
Idaho has their highland games at the end of 
September at the Expo Idaho, the Western Idaho 
Fairgrounds. It was a smaller gathering than we have 
here and lasting only a day. The weather was a 
beautiful fall day, sun shining and crispness in the air. 
The clan tents and the vendors were mixed together; 
usually we see groupings of one or the other here in 
Washington. 

We found the Welsh tent there. So bragging about my 
very limited ability to speak the language I went up 
and said "Bore dah!" I expected a reprimand and a 
lesson about the proper greeting. If it was a few hours 
earlier I would have been closer to being right. This 
was in the afternoon, and I know some of my Welsh 
friends would be quick to correct me. The people at the 
tent did not [speak] Welsh, but they did invite us to 
join their group. We had a very pleasant visit. 

If anyone would like to converse with the Idaho Welsh 
Society, here is their web site: 
www.idahowelshsociety.org. 

By the way, I must put in a word about the Welsh tents 
Malcom and Karyn Davies put up at the "local" 
highland games. They present a wealth of information 
about Wales, the Welsh language, history and culture. 
All their hard work is to be commended. Diolch yn 
fawr iawn Davies!" 
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~Brian Parry - Seattle 

Mention a Welsh Choir and most people think of a 
group of silvered haired (if any at all) men, some 
with very deep voices, all wearing bow ties. 

On 24 October, a different choir showed up in 
Seattle.  This mixed choir was comprised of 15-18 
year old students from Ysgol Gyfun Bro 
Morgannwg in Barri.  As part of their Canada tour, 
they entertained us with a balanced presentation of 
singing and recitation, on their only trip to the US.  
Also in the group were the rugby team and the field 
hockey team. 

The well-attended concert itself was rather short, 
but the choir selected a program that showed a good 
range of their repertoire.  The Dylan Thomas 
reading was particularly enjoyable, but the biggest 
applause came after the singing. 

 
After the concert, PSWA hosted a reception in the 
basement of the Church.  It was very enjoyable to 
see how the students mixed with the audience.  As 
tea, coffee and Welsh cakes were consumed; the 
choir sang a couple of hymns, including the 
requested Calon Lan.  The evening concluded with 
a rousing rendition of Hen Wlad Fy Nhadau, before 
the choir was back on the bus for Bellevue, prior to 
spending a day sight seeing in Seattle.  As part of 
the PSWA Charter is to promote all things Welsh, 
the organizers cleaned up with a feeling of 
accomplishment.��
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~Benton Williams 

High-energy costs, along with increased charges for 
oil and coal from Russia, Australia, Columbia and 

Africa have created a new interest in Welsh coal 
mines. For example, the cost of a ton of imported coal 
has soared from $29 to $87. 

But along with this fervor has come objections from 
the environmentalists, who fear a return of the slag 
heaps, coal dust, Aberfan-type disasters, labor 
controversies and various other problems that drove 
my parents from Merthyr Tydfil a century ago.  

Britain has solved partial energy problems with nuclear 
power plants, which are gradually coming to the end of 
their usefulness.  

In 1984 there were 196,000 miners working 
underground; by 2006 this number was reduced to 
5,600. Many Welshmen are ready to revive the 
coalmines. But the nervousness brought on by having 
to import oil and coal from abroad seems unalterable 
unless the various opposing factions can agree on the 
reuse of the Welsh coalmines. 

The Castles of Wales Part VII 
~Benton Williams 

Raglan Castle in Southeast Wales is said to be the most 
unusual one of Edward I's strongholds, even though it 
is not all there. It's distinction lies in the use of two 
shades of limestone. William ap Thomas, who fought 
in the battle of Agincourt with Henry V in 1415, was 
the first owner. Sir William Herbert remodeled the 
castle in Tudor style and it was the boyhood home of 
Henry Tudor, later Henry VII. {The Welsh spelled it 
Twdwr.) Henry's uncle Jasper began the Tudor dynasty 
in England, which resulted in the notable Henry VIII 
and his daughter Queen Elizabeth I.  

Raglan's architecture shows a French influence, as 
exemplified by its handsome double drawbridge and 
other features. Its most imposing feature is the great 
tower. 

Why isn't it all there? Cromwell’s soldiers destroyed 
the top of the tower in 1640; it was blown away, 
including the extensive library. However the exhibit 
rooms are still intact for visitors' perusal. A recent 
visitor used the word "magnificent" several times. 

In 1646 the castle was surrendered to Cromwell and 
many of its artifacts were lost, The great tower is still 
standing but is missing its top story. 
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~ submitted by Theresa Clark 

In our present age of high-speed Internet, HD 
television and text messaging, a remarkable 
counter-cultural project is underway.  For the first 
time in 500 years, a hand-written, hand-illustrated 
Bible gives testimony to the timeless word of God 
and endurance of Christianity. 

Welsh calligrapher Donald Jackson works from his 
study in Monmouth, painstakingly crafting the 
ancient words; each page takes a full day to 
complete.  He draws verses forth in a new script he 
designed especially for this project.  As artistic 
director, Jackson leads a team of calligraphers and 
artists, coordinating their efforts in Wales and the 
U.S.  Artistry works in close correlation with 
theologians and scholars to script and illustrate the 
St. John’s Bible.  The use of gold leaf in script and 
illustrations symbolically points to the divine.  All 
calligraphy is done with old-fashioned quill pens. 

The project, conceived by the Benedictine monks of 
St. John’s Abbey and University in Minnesota, 
began in 1998 with completion scheduled for 2009.  
Donations of various amounts from different 
sources help offset the expected cost of $4 million. 

The St. John’s Bible employs the New Revised 
Standard Version (Catholic edition with 
Apocrypha) and offers constant surprises of old and 
new. While the method and script are ancient, 
computer technology calculates the page layout.  
The parable of the Sower and the Seed is 
punctuated by an icon-like Jesus dressed in jeans 
and sweatshirt. 

The extraordinary combination of calligraphy, gold 
leaf, unique illustrations and technological support 
will yield a seven-volume work bound front and 
back with Welsh oak.  As people view the 
completed work, contributors to the St. John’s Bible 
hope it elicits questions about the meaning of 
written word as well as the exquisite artistry of each 
page.  Deeper, reflective thought could be vitally 
important in contemporary society in which nearly 
everything can be had for instant gratification. 

(Resource: Christianity Today, September 2007.  
See saintjohnsbible.org/exhibitions for viewing 
places and times) 
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~Catrin Brace,Wales International Center NY, 

Welsh actor Ioan Gruffudd plays Tony Blair in Oliver 
Stone's W - now playing throughout the USA. 

Welsh actor Michael Sheen plays David Frost in Ron 
Howard's Frost/ Nixon opening in US theatres on 
December 5. 

Welsh boxer Joe Calzaghe beat American Roy Jones Jr 
at Madison Square Gardens, New York (Nov 8) 

Welsh soprano Mari Morgan performed the Welsh 
National Anthem at Madison Square Gardens (Nov 8) 
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Mr. Vogel, 2005, ISBN-10: 1854113801 The quirky 
exploits of Mr. Vogel, a strange, solitary man who 
leaves his car lights on so that people will knock on his 
door, is documented in this warm-hearted novel about 
a man's dreams for love, friendship, and freedom. Mr. 
Vogel's life unexpectedly changes when an unorthodox 
competition wins him a fortune of money, a beautiful 
house, a quaint little croft, and a pagoda. Odd 
circumstances then compel him to embark upon a 
quixotic walking tour of Wales, and he soon finds 
himself traveling backward in time, visiting his 
childhood and even observing the development of his 
country's history and literature. At the core of this 
humorous and gentle tale is a rumination on the 
importance of hope. 

Mr. Cassini,  2007, ISBN 10: 1854114255 Packed 
with literary allusion, this circuitous story of strange 
travels where past and present merge and dreams 
threaten to dominate reality is an atypical look at a 
journey from abuse to personal redemption. This 
Welsh Arabian Nights takes the reader on a trip 
grounded in the history and literature of Wales, 
exploring the painful yet humorous reality and dreams 
of Duxie and Ollie as they encounter famous Welsh 
heroes and must learn to contend with the terrifying 
Mr. Cassini himself.  

About the Author Lloyd Jones, Mr. Jones is a former 
farm worker, nurse, newspaper editor and lecturer and 
BBC journalist. Mr Vogel, won the McKitterick Prize 
and was short listed for the Wodehouse/Bollinger 
Prize. Read “An interview with Lloyd Jones” 
http://americymru.ning.com/profiles/blog/show?id=21
11712%3ABlogPost%3A31812&xgs=1 
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is published bi-monthly by the Puget Sound  

Welsh Association. Views expressed herein do 
 not imply Puget Sound Welsh Association 

endorsement. Annual subscription is included in  
the PSWA membership dues. PSWA is dedicated  

to promoting and preserving the history and 
heritage of the Welsh in the Puget Sound region  
and surrounding environs. We welcome stories, 

articles and pictures of interest.  

Please send them to Gerri Parry: 
5760 60th Ave NE Seattle WA 98105 

(206) 524-0854 or gerribp@hotmail.com 

 

PSWA T-Shirts & CD’s 
Shirts are Gildan brand Steel Green and come in sizes 
from S-XL. For a $15.00 donation* (plus $3.00 S&H) 
to the Puget Sound Welsh Association you will receive 
a PSWA t-shirt. The Red Dragon Band, a CD of 
traditional Welsh tunes, has been reissued and is 
available for $12.00 donation* (plus $3.00 S&H) to the 
Puget Sound Welsh Association. 

Send check or money order to:  PSWA,  
P.O. Box 19344 Seattle, WA 98109-0344. Include 
shipping cost, size and your address for USPS delivery 
To see the shirts in living color, go to: 
http://www.pugetsoundwelsh.org/home.html. 

*Donation for T-Shirt or CD does not apply to membership dues. 

We frequently get requests to distribute to our membership Welsh related advertisements and promotions. 
Although PSWA does not endorse any, many are listed on the PSWA website. 

For a variety of interests click on LINKS at: www.pugetsoundwelsh.org . 
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PUGET SOUND WELSH ASSOCIATION (PSWA) MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

PSWA is a non-profit, tax-exempt organization (501c(3)).  Contributions may be tax-deductible. 
Your membership dues include a subscription to PSWA’s newsletter, Y Ddolen. 

Check your mailing label for your membership renewal date.  If you move, please let us know your new address 
as soon as possible - the Post Office charges to forward bulk mail.  For memberships outside the U.S. or Canada, please 
add $5 for a 1-year membership, $50 for a life membership. Diolch yn fawr iawn/thank you very much! 

PLEASE MAIL THIS FORM AND YOUR PAYMENT TO PSWA, P.O . Box 19344, SEATTLE, WA 98109. 

Name           

Address           

   __         

City   ___         

State    Zip       

Phone (day)          

Phone (evening)         

Email           

�� PSWA T-Shirts: $15.00 donation +$3.00 P&H 
per t-shirt (indicate how many & size) 

�� ____MED____LG____XLG 

�� CD: Band Y Ddraig Goch, Traditional Welsh 
Folk music of Wales: $12.00 donation +$3.00 
P&H 

 

MEMBERSHIPS    Amount 

�� 1 year single ($10)       

�� 1 year family ($15)       

�� Life ($100)        

�� Overseas Postage       

�� General Fund        

�� Memorial Scholarship       

�� T- Shirt Total        

�� Fund in memory of       

           

TOTAL ENCLOSED  $     
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PUGET SOUND WELSH ASSOCIATION DIRECTORY 

President       Brian Parry   206.524.0854  bparry45@hotmail.com 

V. President      Robert Morgan Smith 206.546.9242    

Secretary      Theresa Clark       theresaclarkwales@yahoo.com 

Treasurer       Alan Upshall    425.488.7288  aupshall@hotmail.com 

Membership Secretary     Gerri Baker Parry  206.524.0854   

Events & Activities    Brian & Gerri Parry 206.524.0854    

Newsletter & Website   Gerri Baker Parry  206.524.0854  gerribp@hotmail.com  

At Large Members: Elaine Hamner Yard & Jackie Cedarholm 

Tom Gething 206.523.6234   thomasgething@hotmail.com   Cor Cymraeg Seattle / Seattle Welsh Choir activities 

Robert Smith 206.546.9242   Dawnswyr Dewi Sant / Welsh Folk Dance information 

Karyn & Malcolm Davies   360.893.7256   or_grown@yahoo.com   South Sound Activities monthly “Night of Hwyl”  

Carol Jones 425.882.2825 & Eileen Wyke 425.746.7771   Seattle Welsh Women's Club 

Kevin Gow & Laura Lovell 206.633.3577   kgandll@earthlink.com    Welsh Music Sessions / Dinas o Frain 
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